
It’s work and play this month.
Not much time to rest in between!
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STOP PRESS: It looks like Andy Moore is back 
to defend his Muchmore GP 2007 titles.  

This month we have Race Reports 
from Touring Cars Round 3, Off-
Road Round 2 and SRCA action 

from Carlisle.
Plus all our usual news items, and 
a new feature on tips and gossip 

from the world wide wait...



Note:  Last Work Weekend before the G.P., is on 
June 7th & 8th.  The club really needs your help

ScotRail has contacted the 
club with an offer of some 

work. 

They had noticed the lovely 
newly painted rostrum 

and wanted us to quote for 
painting the viaduct!!!

Dan reckons we could do 
it, however after getting 

stuck up the top of the cherry 
picker is looking for a few 
volunteers so give him a call.

And remember to wave 
at the passenger trains - 

people remember it!

http://www.rcracecontrol.com/?action=showracemeeting&id=27

MMGP 08 - Pro-Stock (5), 5-cell Mod (8), 6-cell Mod (9)
And some of these have been taken by Andy Moore and 

Chris Kerswell, who’ve returned to battle again.

AMB Timing Loop 
Update

Well we are happy 
to say that we 

have replaced it all and 
successfully ran Round 3 
with 30 drivers and not 
a single missed lap!  Not 
because of the system.  

Remember to return 
any club transponders 

before leaving on race 
days.

New Members

Kevin Falconer has joined 
the club.  For those who 

do not know Kevin, he is the 
current Scottish Champion 
for Pro-Stock.

Obviously, Kevin is a very 
good driver and I’m 

sure he will speak to you if 
asked, and help out with any 
problems or advise you may 
need.

Welcome to Kevin and all 
our newest members.

Junior Championship Update

We have a very close racing season this year for the junior members of our 
club. 

Steven Burnett will want to follow on from the indoor championship.

Gareth Hunt will be defending his title from last year,  and new comer 

Alex Robertson will be keen to show them both how it’s done at the 
ripe old age of 6! 

I think this may go to the wire at the end of the season.  Watch the racing, and 
keep an eye on the results as it will be too difficult to predict!

With the  current World and UK champions in attendance, 
yet again it seems it’s going to be the top event in 
Scotland, if not one of the best events in the UK.

Get your entry in quick or there will be tears...

http://www.rcracecontrol.com/?action=showracemeeting&id=27


SDRCC Off-Road Round 2
April 27th, 2008 - Race Report

First off a big thank you to Stuart Alexander 
for going down to the circuit on Saturday to 

make sure the grass was nice and short. I must say 
I have not seen it looking so good since last years 
MMUKGP! 

Sunday dawned nice and sunny; could the off-
roaders luck be changing with regard to the 

weather? Myself and Pauline were first down at 
8.30 am and starting setting up race control. Dom 
was next closely followed by Stuart so everything 
was set up by about 9.15 am. 

Please note if you are coming along you will be 
expected to help set up and if you’re a bit late 

in the morning at least help pack up. You know 
who you are, so don’t just let others do the work! 

Booking in started at 9.45 with the heats posted 
just before 9. We had 8, 1/10th electric cars so 

we made 2 heats of 4. 

Some people were thinking the weather was 
going to be wet later so we ran with only 20 

minutes after the last heat, about 40 minutes per 
round so you needed to have the cells charged. 

The split between 2wd & 4wd was about 50:50 
we some people opting for speed using the 

4wd over reliability running 2wd. 4wd was always 
going to be faster and easier to drive with about 
1.5 seconds a lap advantage. However it’s not all 
about speed and if you made mistakes the 1.5 
seconds advantage would be lost very quickly. 
The results for this meeting have been posted 
on the web so I will not go into details here. 

John Hill turned up with a Tamiya Hotshot which 
was running very well and embarrassing a few 

people since he was only running the standard 
motor and Speedo! Just goes to show speed is not 
everything when it comes to off-road. 

This being off-road the final is just one race so 
with 2 people out due to mechanical problem 

we had a 6 car final. We managed to get enough 
marshals to cover the area so we were set for the 
off. 

George was on pole with Paul second and John 
Hill and his Hotshot, 3rd!!! At the off all cars 

made it round the first long bend before coming 
back up the hill to the first infield hairpin by one 
of the mole hills. 

George took a tight line here making sure Paul 
did not get a chance to sneak through the 

inside. However Paul clipped the tire here and 
was stopped facing it as the rest of the field went 
past. 

Once marshalled, Paul found himself at the back 
of the field with a lot of work to do. He didn’t 

last much longer as he had to pull out of the race.  
Dom had a better race than his qualifying and took 
2nd, but part of the race he spent behind John 
and his Tamiya Hotshot.  With a standard motor, 
a standard speedo and a 20 year old design, he 
was still able to run in 2nd place.  He eventually 
finished 3rd. 

Most people were using brushless motors for 
this event so I did not see any motor problems 

like we used to see last year. 

So after 2 events we have George leading the 
Championship, with Paul second and Stuart 

third. Remember everyone completing 5 of the 
seven rounds will get a trophy at the AGM. 

Finally the weather did stay dry all day so 
maybe the wet weather the off-roaders have 

been plagued with has changed, here’s hoping 
anyway.

Remember there is an off-road club car for hire, 
should you want to try it for yourself.

http://www.sdrcc.co.uk/assets/results2008/index.
htm



Work Weekend
May 3rd and 4th

We did organise this weekend to happen 
earlier in the year but had to cancel due to 

the Snow and wind. Anyway after picking another 
date nearly a month later we got lucky with the 
weather.

Nick and I went to B & Q on Wednesday night 
and spent a small fortune picking up most of 

the equipment for the weekend so we could get 
started early with the list of jobs needing done. I 
was down on the Saturday before 8am because 
the cherry picker was due to be delivered then. 

As it happens, Nick was going to be the man 
driving this piece of equipment since he had 

experience and the last thing we needed would 
be to have an 
accident. Since 
the weather was 
looking good for 
Saturday we were 
going to try and 
finish the rostrum 
since rain would 

not allow us to paint. 

As it turned out it took over 6 hours to prep 
the rostrum prior to the primer going on! So 

because we were running late everyone got a 
paint brush and started to paint. 

After about an hour we realised that we were 
running out of paint so Pauline and Dan went 

to McDougal & Masson for some more. They came 
back with the closest paint they could get which 
was going to have to do. 

The last man painting on Saturday night was 
John Hill at about 20:30 so we had spent 

about 12 hours on the rostrum and it was only 
half painted, at this stage I though we were going 
to have to spend another £400 pounds hiring the 
cherry picker for a second weekend due to the 
weather forecast. 

It stayed dry all night then ay 07:00 it started to 
spit with rain. Fortunately it did not come to 

anything and we were able to continue with the 
rostrum which finally got completed at 16:00 on 
the Sunday. 

Hopefully this 
paint job 

will last well over 
5 years. Nobody 
knows for sure 
when it was last 
painted but we 
think it was over 
10 years ago! I 
contacted Stuart 
Mess who used to run I.C. cars and helped build 
the rostrum nearly 20 years ago. He said back in 
those days they put their kids up ladders to paint 
the structure, how days have changed?

In addition to the rostrum being painted we 
painted the store and race control, fixed the 

store door hinge, rewired the timing loop, painted 
the track, and fixed the PA system. So out of the 
20 plus jobs we only have 3 jobs left to do: make 
a new window rest, Make concrete humps for the 
barrier posts and make removable gates for the 
track.

I would like to thank the following members who 
all turned up over the course of the weekend 

spending many hours so that we all can race in 
the future months and years:

Pauline Haining
George Haining
Nic Burnett
Steven Burnett
Dan Rowlands
Stuart Alexander 
Callum 
Jamie

John Hill
Chris Briggs
Steve Harley
David Scott
Philip Kelsey-Davies
Den Milton
Bruce Noble

Remember if you don’t see your name above 
you are owe SDRCC some time in the future 

to keep things fair. We have another weekend 
prior to the G.P. (7th & 8th of June) so watch this 
space!



SDRCC Touring Cars Round 3
May 11th, 2008 - Race Report

Well once again we got lucky with the 
weather!

The track facilities were looking great after 
the work weekend and hopefully the new 

AMB loop would work great. 

Saturday saw the party tent going up in 
glorious sunshine with the PC set up and 

PA speakers positioned.  Sunday dawned 
rather damp due to the heavy over night rain 
starting after dark and not going off until 
about 5am. 

The forecast was not bad but it looked like 
we could get some mist and drizzle during 

the day. As it turned out the track dried and 
we did not get any rain. The party tent was 
full by 08:30 and the second Gazebo was 
erected. 

Booking in started just after 09:30 with a 
view to start the first heat at 10:30. 26 

people booked in so this was our biggest 
club meeting this year. We had 3 heats of pro-
stock and 1 of modified. 

Keith Anderton from Much More had made 
the trip up just prior to the GP taking an 

opportunity to race with the club. Speaking 
to him after the meeting he said he had a 
good day and also said the track was in great 
shape.

By the time you read this report all the 
results should be on-line so please see 

them for details of the meeting. 

The finals started just before 2pm with the 
C final. 4 cars were in this final with Den 

Milton on pole just missing out the B final. 

The competition was very high and getting 
into the B final was like trying to get 

into the A final last year.   B final had Kenny 
Thomson on pole, Bryan Duffus 2nd and Marc 

Baynham 3rd.

A final was current SRCA Champ and 
newest club member, Kevin Falconer on 

pole, George in 2nd and Bruce in 3rd.

Competition is excellent at the TC club 
rounds just now, with only 2 laps covering 

the top 12 drivers.  The slippery off-field was 
probably the biggest issue - if you went off 
the track, it was going to cost you a lot of 
time.

Overall I believe this was our best meeting 
this year, it looks like sub-c battery 

power and brushless motors is the future in 
this class. 

If you want to compete at the highest level 
however you can still have a very good race 

using brushed motors and all it takes is one 
small mistake by the brushless driver and you 
loose all the advantage gained. 

I can certainly say that once I’m over the 
outlay it is going to be cheaper in the long 

run and give me more time to work on tyres, 
setup and my head!

Please remember to keep helping put 
equipment away after the meeting 

especially if you did not help set up first thing 
in the morning.



SRCA Round 2 - Carlisle
May 18th, 2008 - Race Report

A month after the first round we find our self’s 
at the other end of the country at the only 

other permanent track in the series. 

I say Series as apposed to Country, since this 
track is situated in the North of England. 

Last year the Carlisle club nearly closed its 
doors due to the high running cost and lack 

of members.  However with the return of the 
Carlisle Cup and the visit from the SRCA series, 
it would appear that a stay of execution has 
happened, let’s hope it stays that way.

Club members making the trip this time 
were George, Pauline, Dan, Alex & Kevin. By 

the time you read this report the results should 
be posted on the SRCA web page so please hit 
that web site for details. 

The track at Carlisle is quite small and with 8 
or even 10 cars (in the finals) is very cramped. 

I have said it is like racing indoors, outside, so 
those of you that know me will know by now 
that it is not my favourite layout or track. 

That said the reason we travel around is to 
get some variety and in my case it makes 

me enjoy Stonehaven all the more! One person 
did say “this will be a strange track for you since 
it has bends” my answer was that Stonehaven 
also has bends just faster ones!

So after some practice on Saturday which was 
rather cold and windy we left our pit tent in 

the field and headed off to the Travelodge. 

Sunday morning dawned a beautiful sunny 
day without a cloud and not windy. The 

temperature had dropped quite a lot overnight 
so everything was very damp with condensation. 
We arrived track side at 07:30 and there was not 
much life around. 

I think the campers were all a bit cold and 
fancied a lie in. First car on the track I think was 

Pauline who wanted to have a practice before 
it got busy. 

Drivers briefing was at 09:15 and the racing 
started at 09:30. There was 3 heats of pro-

stock and 2 of modified’s so the meeting was 
only just bigger than our last club round! 

The format was 4 round of FTQ followed 
by 3 finals so it was 17:00 before we got 

finished. 

The grip on the track was getting better as 
the day went on as the rubber and additive 

went down. I found the track quite abrasive 
and hard on tyres. Unlike our track, Carlisle with 
so many tight bends you need all the grip you 
could get otherwise the car behind you would 
attack you from the rear. 

The driving standard at times was poor with 
some of the more inexperienced drives 

trying to drive through people. However on 
a tight track with out many overtaking places 
you do tend to find that. 

Carlisle in many respects is a bit like Monaco 
in that there is only one line and you should 

just follow the car in front and wait for the 
mistake. 

Kevin took his second victory so is looking 
good to become Scottish pro-stock 

champion again.

And another SDRCC Member, Dundee’s John 
Simpson, took the win with 2 A Final leg 

victories as well as FTD, to score a maximum and 
go top of the Modified Scottish Championship.

Good luck to them both, as well as the other 
SDRCC members competing at the SRCA 

rounds.

So two rounds down, four to go. Next round 
is at Falkirk on the 22nd June, just after 

the MMUKGP which will be the next time I’m 
racing.



Considered 5-cell?

Give it some thought.  There are a lot of 
pluses to going 5-cell modified racing.

Motors - you have a good choice of •	
very quick motors.

Weight - you run lighter (1425g) which •	
adds runtime, and puts less stress on 
the car & kit, than 6-cell mod.

Batteries - one less cell is theoretically •	
a 16.6% reduction in battery costs!

Heat - less voltage = less heat.  Less •	
heat = faster motor.

Cost - now Pro-Stock is slightly cheaper, •	
and if you are racing  there already, it’s 
worth staying.  

This item isn’t trying to say 5-cell is better 
- it’s just to let people know what the 
advantages of 5-cell are, over 6-cell.

If someone wants to highlight the Pros of 
Pro-Stock, we’re happy to print it!

Ball-Diffs - The perfect rebuild.

This is an old article from RC Car Action - 
but it’s always news to someone!

When is the best time to rebuild your 
diff - You should rebuild the diff at the 
first sign of a gritty or “crunchy” feel. All 
differentials are about the same and can 
be brought back to like-new performance 
by following these steps.

Step 1.  Inspection.
Disassemble the differential over a large 
white work towel-- the towel will catch 
any parts you might drop, and they’ll be 
easy to see against the white background. 
Lay out all the parts in order so you won’t 
forget how they go. It’s also a good idea 
to have your instruction manual handy 
so you can get an idea how the diff goes 
together. Check out the main gear for 
wear on the teeth or in the ball sockets. If 
there isn’t any wear, put it aside until Step 
2. Examine the diff rings for signs of wear 
where the diff balls ride against them; 
what you are looking for here is a groove 
that the balls might have made. If you 
don’t feel a groove with your fingernail, 
then they are fine. If you do feel a groove, 

you can flip the rings over to reveal a 
fresh surface. If the flip side of the ring 
isn’t smooth-faced, or the ring has already 
been flipped and is worn on both sides, 
you’ll have to replace them.

Step 2.  Cleaning.
Grease is normally used on both the diff 
ball and thrust bearing to lubricate the 
moving parts. It’s a simple fact that this 
attracts dirt, and no matter how you try to 
seal the transmission, chances are some 
sort of contamination will occur. Use 
some motor spray or denatured alcohol 
to clean all the parts, and be sure to get 
all the grease out of the thrust-bearing 
assembly. if you are reusing any of the 
diff balls or rings, wipe them down and 
place them on a clean spot on your towel. 
Clean the diff gear with a pipe cleaner or 
a cotton swab to get all the diff lube out 
of the holes. The more thoroughly you 
clean the parts, the smoother the diff will 
feel when It’s back together.

Step 3.  Diff-ring Preparation.
Matt Francis revealed this secret diff-
ring trick: he uses 400-grit sandpaper 
to remove any high spots on the rings; 
this, In turn, allows the balls to spin more 
smoothly. Rub the rings on the paper In 
a circular pattern, wax-on/wax-off style, 
until there is an even, dull sheen. Some 
diff rings are one-sided; make sure you 
put the rings on the drive hubs with the 
rounded-- edge side facing toward the 
outdrive. When you place the rings on the 
drive hubs, use a small dab of diff lube to 
hold the ring in place; this helps when 
you put the two sides together.

Step 4.  Put it all back together.
Slip the thrust washer on the diff screw 
and liberally apply grease to the top of 
the washer. Now place all of the thrust 
balls in the grease, and apply more grease 
and the second washer. You want a lot 
of grease here, so don’t worry If It oozes 
everywhere. Slip the thrust assembly in 
the diff outdrive and set It aside. Insert 
the diff balls In the diff gear and apply a 
generous amount of clear silicone grease 
to the balls on both sides of the gear. 
Place a dab of grease on each outdrive 
and press the diff washers into place. Now 
simply slide all of these pieces together 
and tighten the diff screw. Voila; your diff 

is back together.

Step 5. Adjusting the diff
It is extremely important to tighten a 
ball differential properly; they were not 
designed to have any slip in them. In 
electric vehicles, the sound of a slipping 
diff is very noticeable; it almost sounds 
like a quack. Drivers of gas vehicles don’t 
have the luxury of being able to hear a 
slipping diff, so make sure you adjust it 
correctly; otherwise, you’ll be heading 
to the parts counter and doing this all 
over again. A too-- tight diff can also spell 
disaster; it can affect a vehicle’s handling 
and can wear out the diff rings and balls 
prematurely. 

To set the diff to the proper tightness, first 
check it when the transmission is apart. 
Hold both outdrives, and try to spin the 
cliff gear; you shouldn’t be able to. Niftech 
makes a diff stand that makes this job 
easy. You want to get the proper balance 
between smooth, efficient diff action and 
tightness, so the gear doesn’t spin. When 
replaced in the car, the diff setting may 
change slightly as the cliff breaks in. Run 
a quick lap, and check the setting. An easy 
way to see whether the diff is slipping Is 
to hold the car still and hit the throttle. If 
the tires don’t spin but the slipper nut or 
main shaft does, then the cliff is slipping. 
You want the slipper to slip before the 
nut spins.

Now, that wasn’t so bad, was it? Ball diffs 
are very simple to adjust. With a little 
patience and experimentation, a ball 
diff will give you hours of trouble-free 
running. As with any moving part, some 
simple maintenance will go a long way, 
and that means more time on the track or 
in the garden.

This article is by Derek Buono of 
RC Car Action.

Thanks for getting to here.  Remember, 
you have an opinion on everything - I 
know, I think I’ve heard it!  From tracks, to 
marshalling, to motors to batteries, and 
anything else.  Email any suggestions 
and we’ll pass them on.

Anon.

A Drivers’ View:
the low-down from the high ground!



A selection of photos from Dom’s website

www.iannetta.co.uk

http://www.iannetta.co.uk


ITEMS FOR SALE
IB3800 (5 packs for sale) 2006 used 
by myself and still taking over 
4,000 mah. Bruce Noble is still 
using these cells to good effect 
this year winning the indoor title 
at Inverurie!

Bargain at £5.00 a pack contact: 

George Haining 07771914997 

Remember - ARTICLES WANTED
Send your stories, tips, pictures, news, or items for sale 

to George.  email : george_haining@dril-Quip.com

Remember to enter for the Much More UK GP this year!
Check the link below to see who has entered! Space is running out fast, this 
meeting is going to max out and a reserve list started very soon!

http://www.rcracecontrol.com/?action=showracemeeting&id=27

mailto:george_haining@dril-Quip.com


Lesro Models For all your RC needs 

When calling Lesro 
Models  on 01202 
499354, remember to 
say you’re a member 
of SDRCC to receive 
your 10% discount.


